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What is Disinfection?

⚫ Not “deep cleaning”, which is just removing dirt 

and grease. But it is an important first step in the 

disinfection process. 

⚫ Not wiping down.

⚫ Not sanitizing. Used to reduce, but not necessarily 

eliminate, microorganisms from the inanimate 

environment to levels considered safe.

Disinfectants

Used on nonliving surfaces and objects to destroy or 

irreversibly inactivate microorganisms.

Directions for killing viruses similar to COVID-19 are 

under disinfection use diections, not sanitization.



For a disinfectant to be effective, it must remain visibly wet on a 

surface for a specific length of time (the contact time).

The required contact time depends on the virus you want to kill and 

the product you are using. 

Normal Process: The label of a disinfectant product will list the 

organisms the disinfectant will kill when used according to label 

directions. 

• Currently - no disinfectants that specifically list the virus that 

causes COVID-19, on their label, though this may change in the 

future. 

COVID Process: List N: Lists viruses similar to SARS-CoV-2. Use 

the contact time for these reference virus.

The coronavirus named "SARS-CoV-2" is the cause of "COVID-19" in people.



https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Pesticides/PesticideProductInformation/Pages/SearchRegisteredPesticides.aspx



ODA  Disinfectants for COVID-19 Website

Information in English and some Spanish



Links to: EPA’s List N: Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2

Additional information provided if 

exported, such as: company name, 

surface type and use site



https://cfpub.epa.gov/giwiz/disinfectants/index.cfm

Search EPA Reg. No. 71847-7 not 71847-7-70627



ODA currently has six registrations for products that have 

an EPA Reg. No. that begins with 71847-7. 

Products all have different names and are marketed by different companies



Cleaning and Disinfection Tool

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-04/documents/316485-

b_reopeningamerica_combo_placard_infographic_4.19_6pm.pdf





When products are transferred to 

a new container, it is an OSHA 

requirement that the container be 

labeled. 

Labels help the user identify: 

the chemicals inside the 

containers, and the hazards 

associated with using the product.

In a workplace, 

secondary containers 

need to be properly 

labeled

https://osha.oregon.gov/Pages/topics/hazard-communication.aspx

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-labels/secondary-containers-and-service-containers-pesticides

SAFETY FIRST
PROPER LABELING OF 

SECONDARY CONTAINERS IS 

IMPORTANT
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EPA-approved disinfectant not available?

When EPA-approved disinfectants are not available, alternative 

disinfectants can be used (for example, 1/3 cup of bleach added to 1 

gallon of water, or 70% alcohol solutions). 

Do not mix bleach or other cleaning and disinfection products together.

• this can cause fumes that may be very dangerous to breathe in. 

•Find additional information 

at CDC’s website 

about Cleaning and 

Disinfecting Your Facility. 
Guidance for cleaning and 
disinfecting public spaces, 
workplaces, businesses, 
schools, and homes

•Find additional information 

at EPA's website 

about cleaning and 

disinfecting from the CDC and 

EPA.
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TIP - If 
using 
wipes, 
remind 
people to 
close the 
lid 
tightly!


